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Sunday, August 16, 2020 
 

An Atheist Prayer 

Ryan Guenther 

 
Humanity is hurtling toward a multifaceted apocalypse, which we as individuals may feel powerless 

to stop. If ever there was a time to pray, it is now. Yes, even atheists. 

Ryan Guenther started attending the First Unitarian Church of Victoria at age 10, and he’s sung in 

the choir, edited the newsletter, managed the website, and is currently serving as a Sunday Service 

Associate and on the Board at North Shore Unitarian Church in Vancouver.  He is an award-winning 

comedian and has appeared in the Just For Laughs Northwest Comedy Festival and Comedy Waste 

Festival. He has toured a five-star show to fringe festivals across North America and was runner-up 

for Best Comedy at the Victoria Fringe. 

 

Live stream link: https://ucv.im/live      

 

          

The UCV campus is open for limited, pre-scheduled use in July and August. Please 

read our Go-Slowly-Forward Plan to learn more: www.ucv.im/covid 
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Parents, Children, and Youth  

It is summertime! We are continuing to have regular meeting times for tweens and youth and hosting 

a kid’s connection space during Sunday morning coffee hour. Please contact Director of Religious 

Exploration, Kiersten Moore, to be notified about in-person outdoor meetups: 

dre@vancouverunitarians.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holding connection space for kids and youth requires adult support!  

 

Please visit the website to learn how you can be an adult member of our Family Ministry team. There are both large 

and small roles to fill: https://vancouverunitarians.ca/cyre-volunteer/ 

Fill out the form to “line up outside Kiersten’s door”: ucv.im/RE-volunteer  

Online Summer Connection Spaces 

 

Coffee Hour Breakout rooms: Sundays 12:00—1:00 pm ucv.im/coffee  

Depending on who shows up there are “family chat” and “kid’s space” breakout rooms to see friends, check-in and 

play games. Or join any other conversation group! 

 

Crossing Paths RE: Mondays 10:30—11:45 am ucv.im/tween-zoom  

Crossing Paths Tweens (ages 10-12) continues through August! Check-in with each other, continue our explorations 

of World Religions—Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster, Sikhism, Paganism, and wherever your questions and 

wonderings lead us.   

 

Craft Squared: Thursdays 7:00—8:30 pm ucv.im/craft2 

Kids, tweens, youth: Minecraft + hands-on craft = Craft2 (squared). Come one and all to play on the UCV Youth 

Minecraft server and chat via zoom while Olivia leads a craft that can be accomplished with things around the house 

and imagination. So far we’ve created stories, art, photographs, maps, what will be next? 

 

Youth Group! Sundays 3:00—5:00 pm ucv.im/youth-zoom   

High School Youth meet to share, explore, come up with distant game time, and generally connect. Drop-in any 

Sunday—from near and far.   

 

If you would like resources for Unitarian-centered family time and activities to do with your children let me know 

using this form: https://vancouver.breezechms.com/form/Sabbath-at-Home 

 

 

mailto:dre@vancouverunitarians.ca
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Celebration of Worship: August 16, 2020 

Prelude Sonata Kk. 213 by Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757) 

  Performed by Eric Wyness 

 

Opening Words     Ryan Guenther 

Announcements     Karen Theroux 

 

Weekly Greetings    

 

Kindling the Chalice Flame     Rev. Lara Cowtan 

 

Opening Hymn #38 Morning Has Broken recorded 

 

 

Story for All Ages The Dark  By Robert Munsch, read by Cohen Prescod 

 

Offering: We deeply appreciate 

your presence here, your offerings 

and the gifts you share.           

The Strenuous Life, A Ragtime Two-Step by Scott Joplin (1867-1917) 

Performed by Eric Wyness 

 

We continue to support the work of this congregation and our outreach opportunities recipient 

through an online offering. You may use text-to-give now (Simply text an amount to 778-771-1707 

to get started today, or visit http://ucv.im/give for more information!) or donate online through our 

private and secure Breeze interface. 

 

Community Candle Lighting   Laureen Stokes  
 

Do you have a joy or sorrow, celebration or concern you would like to share? Would you like us to 

light a candle on behalf of someone on Sunday morning? Please submit your request through 

ucv.im/candles before Saturday at 1pm. 
 

Meditation   Karen Theroux 

 

Musical Response Meditation, from Thais by Jules Massenet (1842-1912)   

performed by Eric Wyness  

 

Homily   

An Atheist Prayer 
Ryan Guenther 

 

Closing Hymn #6 Just As Long As I Have Breath recorded  

 

Closing Words & Extinguishing the Chalice Flame Ryan Guenther 

     

Valediction  Carry the flame of peace and love, until we meet again (x2) 

http://ucv.im/give
https://vancouver.breezechms.com/give/online
https://slack-redir.net/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fucv.im%2Fcandles


 

 

UCV COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Many of our community gatherings have moved online. For a complete list of upcoming events, please visit 

https://ucv.im/events. If you would like to add your zoom event to the list please contact Marie Witt 

findmariewitt@gmail.com.  

 

RECURRING ZOOM GATHERINGS FROM CONNECT & ENGAGE: All the gatherings listed at 

vancouverunitarians.ca/zoom-gatherings are coordinated by the Connect and Engage team and open 

to all members, friends and visitors. Mary Bennett: ucvconnect@gmail.com: 

 

• Virtual coffee hour; Sundays at 12 pm: https://ucv.im/coffee 

• Neighbourhood group connections; 1st Tuesdays at 7:15 pm: https://ucv.im/neighbourhoods  

• Zoom practice sessions; Thursdays at 2 pm: https://www.ucv.im/zoom  

 

ZOOM GREETING MEETING: RECORD A GREETING FOR THE LIVE SERVICE: One thing we dearly 

miss about in-person services is the chance to see each other face to face. When we record greetings 

for the start of the service, we have an opportunity to see our friends and even put faces to names for 

those we haven’t met yet! 

If you are a little timid of the technology aspect of recording a greet, we invite you to join us on 

Saturdays for the Greeting Meeting! During the meeting, we will discuss the weekly prompt together 

and then each takes a turn giving our greetings. The Greeting Meeting will be recorded and 

submitted to the tech team by the host, Marie Witt, so as long as you can log into a zoom meeting, 

that’s all the technology you’ll need to participate. 

Join us on Saturday, August 22, from 11 am – 12 noon by going to ucv.im/greeting-meeting 

Everyone is welcome at this meeting, including new members and those just visiting! 

 

WORKING WITH BREEZE – ADVANCED (TAGS): Saturday, August 15, 3:00 pm. This session is to 

learn more about how to effectively use Breeze database tags to create categories of participants, 

especially smart tags and auto tags. Contact Mary at connect@vancouverunitarians.ca with any 

questions. Preregister for this and other tech workshops here: 

https://vancouver.breezechms.com/form/breezeforms 

A LIVING LIST OF ESSENTIAL LINKS: The following is a condensed list of UCV community links: 

 

• https://ucv.im/live: Live stream link for Sunday church services (active at 10:55am each Sunday 

morning) 

• https://ucv.im/order-of-service: View an online version of the current Order of Service  

• https://ucv.im/coffee: Virtual coffee hour – every Sunday immediately following the service 

• https://ucv.im/give: Instructions on how to make a donation/gift 

• https://ucv.im/events: The most frequently updated list of UCV events 

• https://ucv.im/sermons: A text-based archive of past services/sermons 

• https://ucv.im/core-documents: An online repository for important UCV documents such as board 

minutes, annual reports, and so forth. 

https://ucv.im/events
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http://vancouverunitarians.ca/zoom-gatherings
mailto:ucvconnect@gmail.com
https://ucv.im/coffee
https://ucv.im/neighbourhoods
https://www.ucv.im/zoom
http://ucv.im/greeting-meeting
https://www.breezechms.com/
mailto:connect@vancouverunitarians.ca
https://vancouver.breezechms.com/form/breezeforms
https://ucv.im/live
https://ucv.im/order-of-service
https://ucv.im/coffee
https://ucv.im/give
https://ucv.im/events
https://ucv.im/sermons
https://ucv.im/core-documents


 

UCV COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S RE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 

Caring, curious, interested adult facilitators are needed for children and youth groups. Help children 

create friendships, explore big questions, engage in social justice, be seen and heard, grow 

spiritually, and be nurtured. This could be you! Info here and in the newsletter: ucv.im/newsletter  

Sign up with our Breeze form. 

 

 

CLOSURE OF OAK STREET PARKING LOT ENTRANCE: For safety reasons, the Oak Street 

entrance to the UCV Parking lot will be closed indefinitely, starting August 15th. The Fremlin Street 

entrance will be the only access to the parking lot. 

 

ON JUNE 21ST, STEVEN DELIVERED HIS FINAL SERMON AT UCV and we presented him with this 

tribute booklet. We have discovered that the online version of the tribute booklet to Steven was not 

the draft that we printed- the printed draft included many more tributes. So, we have corrected the 

online version to reflect the one that was printed and given to Steven Epperson. It can be found here: 

https://vancouverunitarians.ca/steven-tribute-booklet-and-final-service-video/ Apologies for any 

stress this may have created. If you still do not see your tribute, please send it directly to 

communications@vancouverunitarians.ca. Stay well – Diane Brown, Board President. 

 

CHANGES TO PAST SERVICES ON YOUTUBE: Live streamed services will continue on YouTube, the 

same as the past few months.  You can join us on Sunday mornings at https://ucv.im/live for our 

regular live service. Greetings will be removed from the service recording immediately following the 

stream to protect our privacy. This edited version of the entire service will be available publicly on 

YouTube for one week after the live stream. After one week, only the Homily will be available 

publicly. We are making the change to protect the privacy of our members and especially our 

children, and to minimize potential claims of copyright infringement. Join us live on Sunday 

mornings to greet each other! 

 

UCV COMMUNITY LINKS AND A VIRTUAL LITERATURE STALL IS the title of a post that shows you 

how you can still have a copy of the prepared text for a sermon if the speaker has provided one. The 

post is dated June 9, and the link https://ucv.im/2020-06-09ga takes you to it. —George Atherton 

 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES FUND: Our OOF recipient (June-Sept 2020), is the Burns Bog 

Conservation Foundation, which was set up in 2002 as an endowment fund for the Burns Bog 

Conservation Society. Burns Bog is a globally unique ecosystem functioning as a major regulator of 

regional climate and as the “the Lungs of the Lower Mainland”. Endowment funds are also to be 

used for research relating to peatlands/wetlands and the development of an Education Centre.  
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STAFF UPDATES: Please join us in welcoming Paul Nash as UCV’s new Head Caretaker. Paul brings 

a wealth of knowledge, his meticulous attention to detail, and as always, his willingness to help, to 

this new position.  Pauls new email is caretaker@vancouverunitarians.ca 
 

Marcus Hynes has the new title of Office Coordinator. The new job title is more descriptive and 

encompassing of his duties at UCV, and we wish him continued success in his work at UCV.  

Congratulations to both of you! 

 

INTERIM MINISTER: REV. LARA COWTAN 

Please welcome Rev. Lara Cowtan. 

Rev, Lara joins us in August and her first service in the pulpit will be the 2nd Sunday in September. 

Currently she is busy meeting groups and individuals via zoom, jitsi or in person. 

 

 

There is a new monthly e-bulletin! If you’ve signed up for our newsletters previously, you will 

automatically receive the new e-bulletin, but if not please go to vancouverunitarians.ca/e-bulletin/ to 

sign up or visit ucv.im/newsletter to see the latest copy. 

 

 

Next Sunday Service: August 23, 2020 

Being Perfectly Imperfect – what do we expect of ourselves 

and each other? 

Rev. Meg Roberts  

 

THANK YOU TO THE SUPPORT TEAM TODAY: 

 
SOUND & LIVE STREAM TECH Galen Elfert, Christian Malcolm 

CARETAKER(S) Karen Hertz 

  
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

We actively  

welcome people  

of all sexual  

orientations and  

gender identities! 
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Our Vision 

Because we envision a more compassionate world, we seek to deepen our spiritual 

and religious lives, grow and enrich our congregation, and advocate for love and 

justice. 

 

Living Our Vision 

As Unitarians, we are dedicated to spiritual growth, social justice, and reverence 

for nature and all life. We embody these values through worship, ethical action, 

artistic expression, and religious education for all ages that aim to connect hearts, 

heads, and hands. Our congregation welcomes all ages, orientations, abilities, and 

identities in our joyous search for meaning.                
 

 

MINISTER AND STAFF 
 
 

INTERIM MINISTER 

COMMUNITY MINISTER  

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CHOIR DIRECTOR     

Rev. Lara Cowtan 

Rev. Laura Imayoshi 

Kiersten Moore 

Donna Brown  

MUSIC DIRECTOR Elliott Dainow 

CARETAKERS              

 

RE STAFF 

YOUTH COORDINATOR 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINISTRATOR 

Ben Yeung, Paul Nash, Karen Hertz,  

 Taka Shimojima, Vivian Davidson, Sam Shenher  

Doug Ennenberg, Jannika Nyberg  

Olivia Hall 

Aurora Eyolfson 

OFFICE COORDINATOR/ ORDER OF SERVICE 

BOOKKEEPER 

LAY CHAPLAINS 

Marcus Hynes 

Gordon Lowe 

Laureen Stokes, Cheryl Amundsen, 

Louise Bunn 

 

 

 

Regular Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:30 am to 2 pm; Friday, 9 am – 1 pm (by appointment); 

Sunday, 10am to 1pm | Telephone: 604-261-7204  

Email: info@vancouverunitarians.ca| Web:www.vancouverunitarians.ca 

Facebook: facebook.com/vancouverunitarians | Instagram: instagram.com/vancouverunitarian 

 

To subscribe to the email version of the UCV Events & Order of Service, go to 

www.vancouverunitarians.ca/newsletter. 
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