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Left: “Wanderer Above the Sea of Fog”, Caspar David Friedrich
Right: Pictogram, Fremont Native American, Circa 1200

The Individual and the Community
Rev. Steven Epperson
Live streamed from the UCV Sanctuary – June 14, 2020

Tel: 604-261-7204 | info@vancouverunitarians.ca

Sunday, June 14, 2020
The Individual and the Community
Rev. Steven Epperson
These past three months, as perhaps never in our lifetime, have revealed the problem of
“individualism” and the necessity of community and regard for the “other.” It’s been an ongoing
tension within our religion as well as our society. Have we, will we be transformed by this shared
experience?

Live stream link: https://ucv.im/live
Important board forum today!
Please join the UCV Board of Trustees today at 12:30 pm for an important forum covering:
•
•
•
•

Report on proposed budget 2020/21 (Keith Wilkinson)
Report from the Interim Ministry Committee (Leslie Hill)
Report on Redevelopment and next steps (Michael Clague)
Report on Financial Sustainability Task Force (Keith Wilkinson)

The Board is revamping the bylaws to allow for electronic voting at our EGM in the fall. The
meeting will be held online and will be accessible via http://ucv.im/forum.

Forum link: https://ucv.im/forum
COVID-19 and UCV: Ongoing Updates
The UCV campus will remain closed for all of June. The Emergency Response Team
and Board are reviewing all provincial guidelines and developing our UCV Go-SlowlyForward Plan.
For ongoing weekly updates on how UCV is responding to the COVID-19 situation,
please visit www.ucv.im/covid

Parents, Children, and Youth
We have weekly online connection times for children, tweens, youth, and parents. These times will stay
consistent each week—drop-in any week to see familiar faces and new, connect and support each other in
Unitarian fashion. (FUUN) Email Kiersten for the password or to be on our family update
list: dre@vancouverunitarians.ca

After the service there is a Families breakout room during coffee-hour for kids and parents to see and talk
with each other. ucv.im/coffee-hour at Noon Sunday, type “family chat” into the chat when you join the
meeting; or join any other conversation group!
Children’s RE drop-in: Sundays 10:20—10:50 am ucv.im/kids-zoom
Mairy and Nan host children’s time before the Sunday service live-stream. See each other, share a story and
a simple activity or craft that we can do together at home. (target age is 5-9)
Crossing Paths RE: Mondays 1:00—2:15 pm ucv.im/tween-zoom
Crossing Paths Tweens (ages 10-12) this space and time is for you! Check-in with each other, continue our
explorations of World Religions—Quakerism, then Hinduism, and wherever your questions and wonderings
lead us.
Youth Group! Sundays 3:00—5:00 pm ucv.im/youth-zoom
High School Youth meet to share, explore, come up with distant game time, and generally connect. Dropin any Sunday—from near and far.
Steven's tea-time drop-in Wednesdays 3:00—4:00 pm ucv.im/steven-tea
A social gathering time hosted by Rev. Steven Epperson. It is a soul-fulfilling thing to see each other's faces
in this time of physical distancing and isolation. Come check-in with each other, bring your joys, your
challenges, your questions and insights, your whole selves.
Friday Coffee Break with Kiersten 11:30—12:30 am ucv.im/coffee-break
Being home deserves a coffee break--and we all deserve to see each other! Family-centered drop-in time for
Parents. If kids can login on a separate device from parents, we can do break-out rooms!
If you would like resources for Unitarian-centered family time and activities to do with your children let me
know using this form: https://vancouver.breezechms.com/form/Sabbath-at-Home

Celebration of Worship: June 14, 2020
Prelude

Ode to Joy

Beethoven
E. Dainow, piano

Opening Words/Announcements/Greeting Our Neighbours

Rev. Steven Epperson

Kindling the Chalice Flame

Rev. Steven Epperson

Opening Hymn

#360: Here We Have Gathered

Story for All Ages

Told by Rev. Steven Epperson

Celebrations & Concerns
If you have a special celebration or concern to share, please email or call Rev. Steven Epperson (604-2617204, ext. 223, rev@vancouverunitarians.ca). We’ll collect them in the office and share them with you as
appropriate.

Offering: We deeply appreciate

Fur Elise

your presence here, your offerings
and the gifts you share.

Beethoven
E. Dainow, piano

We continue to support the work of this congregation and our outreach opportunities recipient
through an online offering. You may use text-to-give now (Simply text an amount to 778-771-1707
to get started today, or visithttp://ucv.im/give for more information!) or donate online through our
private and secure Breeze interface.
Meditation – Spoken, then Silent
Musical Response

Rev. Steven Epperson

June

Tchaikovsky
E. Dainow, piano

The Individual and Community
Rev. Steven Epperson
Closing Hymn

#6: Just as Long as I Have Breath

Closing Words & Extinguishing the Chalice Flame
Valediction

Rev. Steven Epperson

Carry the flame of peace and love, until we meet again
Carry the flame of peace and love, until we meet again

* Beethoven was a tremendously strong individualist. (He also had a social conscience, removing a
dedication to Napolean after he became dictator.)

A LIVING LIST OF ESSENTIAL LINKS: The following is a condensed list of UCV community links:
• https://ucv.im/live: Live stream link for Sunday church services (active at 10:55am each Sunday
morning)
• https://ucv.im/order-of-service: View an online version of the current Order of Service
• https://ucv.im/coffee-hour: Virtual coffee hour – every Sunday immediately following the service
• https://ucv.im/give: Instructions on how to make a donation/gift
• https://ucv.im/steven-tea: This Wednesday from 3 to 4 pm will be Steven’s last drop-in tea time!
• https://ucv.im/coffee-break: Friday Coffee Break with Kiersten, every Friday fat 11:30 am.
• https://ucv.im/events: The most frequently updated list of UCV events
• https://ucv.im/sermons: A text-based archive of past services/sermons
• https://ucv.im/core-documents: An online repository for important UCV documents such as board
minutes, annual reports, and so forth.

UCV COMMUNITY EVENTS
Many of our community gatherings have moved online. For a complete list of upcoming events, please visit
https://ucv.im/events. If you would like to add your zoom event to the list please contact Marie Witt
findmariewitt@gmail.com.

PLEASE JOIN THE UCV BOARD OF TRUSTEES on Sunday, June 14, at 12:30 pm for an important
forum. Details are provided on page 2 (the inside cover) of this Order of Service.
THE UCV SECOND SUNDAY BOOK CLUB will meet today during the Zoom coffee hour after the
Sunday service (see the list of essential links on the previous page) to discuss Sweetland, an
unforgettable novel by Michael Crummey. By turns darkly comic and heartbreakingly sad,
Sweetland is a deeply suspenseful story about one man's struggles against the forces of nature and
the ruins of memory. The inhabitants of a remote island in Newfoundland are facing resettlement, but
everyone has to go; the government won't be responsible for one crazy coot who chooses to stay
alone on an island. That coot is Moses Sweetland. This story by the award-winning, bestselling
author of Galore, is an engrossing tale steeped in the history and language of Newfoundland. All are
welcome.
ZOOM GATHERINGS FROM CONNECT & ENGAGE: All the gatherings listed at
vancouverunitarians.ca/zoom-gatherings are coordinated by the Connect and Engage team and open
to all members, friends and visitors. Mary Bennett: ucvconnect@gmail.com:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Virtual coffee hour; Sundays at 12 pm: https://ucv.im/coffee-hour
Online theatre sharing; Mondays at 4 pm: https://ucv.im/book-poem
Neighbourhood group connections; 1st Tuesdays at 7:15 pm: https://ucv.im/neighbourhoods
Zoom practice sessions; Thursdays at 2 pm: https://www.ucv.im/zoom-practice
GSA monthly film discussion; 1st Wednesdays at 7:15 pm: https://www.ucv.im/gsa
Zoom hosting practice; on request

STEVEN’S TEA-TIME DROP-IN: This coming Wednesday will be Steven’s last tea-time. It is a soulfulfilling thing to see each other’s faces in this time of physical distancing and isolation. Come
check-in with each other, bring your joys, your challenges, your questions and insights, your whole
selves. Visit https://ucv.im/steven-tea to join – Wednesday, June 17, 3 – 4 pm.

NEW TECH WORKSHOPS with Luke Zukowski and Janni Kretlow. Saturdays, 3 – 4 pm. Sign in
at: ucv.im/tech-workshop on Zoom.
• June 20: Using Breeze to set up an event and coordinate volunteers
• June 27: Slack for UCV RE and Connect and Engage volunteers

Must RSVP here: https://vancouver.breezechms.com/form/breezeleaders or or send email
to ucvconnect@gmail.com. The WhatsApp workshop has been recorded. UCV members can receive
the link to watch by contacting ucvconnect@gmail.com. Coordinated by Connect and Engage team

UCV COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGREGATIONAL TRIBUTE FOR STEVEN: Board President Diane Brown is inviting everyone to
email her a brief written contribution for a Congregational Tribute that will be given to Steven
Epperson, after his last sermon. Also please email her one photo of Steven if you have one. We
cannot all gather together at this time, but we can all honour our beloved Steven with our own words
and sentiments as he leaves the Sanctuary for the last time on June 21st. A formal large gathering
celebrating his incredible tenure at UCV will take place sometime in the future. Please submit your
tribute online at https://vancouverunitarians.ca/tribute/.
UCV COMMUNITY LINKS AND A VIRTUAL LITERATURE STALL IS the title of a post that shows you
how you can still have a copy of the prepared text for a sermon if the speaker has provided one. The
post is dated June 9, and the link https://ucv.im/2020-06-09ga takes you to it. —George Atherton
YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S RE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Caring, curious, interested adult facilitators
are needed for children and youth groups. Help children create friendships, explore big questions,
engage in social justice, be seen and heard, grow spiritually, and be nurtured. This could be you! Info
here and in the newsletter: ucv.im/newsletter Sign up with our Breeze form.
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES FUND: Our OOF recipient (June-Sept 2020), is the Burns Bog
Conservation Foundation, which was set up in 2002 as an endowment fund for the Burns Bog
Conservation Society. Burns Bog is a globally unique ecosystem functioning as a major regulator of
regional climate and as the “the Lungs of the Lower Mainland”. Endowment funds are also to be
used for research relating to peatlands/wetlands and the development of an Education Centre.
DID YOU JOIN UCV WITHIN THE PAST FIVE YEARS? You will have received an email inviting you to
chat with your Connect & Engage team by phone, email or zoom. If you have any suggestions on
how we can help you get connected during these challenging times, please feel free to contact C&E
Chair Mary Bennett ucvconnect@gmail.com
There is a new monthly e-bulletin! If you’ve signed up for our newsletters previously, you will
automatically receive the new e-bulletin, but if not please go to vancouverunitarians.ca/e-bulletin/ to
sign up or visit ucv.im/newsletter to see the latest copy.

Next Sunday Service: June 21, 2020
Farewell
Rev. Steven Epperson
5 Things You Need to Know About Steven’s Last Service on June 21!
Because we all want to cheer for Steven on his last day, and see him in person, please read these
five points:
1. Hewett Centre is not available for use in June. The campus is closed until July 1 when we post
our safety plan and have protocols ready and in place. So the idea of people watching Steven’s
last service there is not doable.
2. You can socially distance yourselves outside if you wish and watch the service from your
phones to be able to say good-bye to Steven from afar but in person afterward, but there will be
no way of knowing whether or not the wifi can accommodate people and the live streamed service
at the same time. So you will be taking a chance of missing the service unless you have a data
plan.
3. The sanctuary will not be open to anyone except those directly involved in the service.
4. Some people have decided they will be socially distancing in the parking lot in cars, watching
the service from their phones so that after the service they can cheer for Steven as he leaves the
Sanctuary. Same risk here regarding wifi.
5. If a lot of people show up and are not in cars, they need to socially distance from each other;
may we suggest forming a circle around the campus if there are a lot of people. Steven could then
walk around the circle and say goodbye in person and at a distance.
It is impossible to know how many people may show up on June 21, if any, so this clarity is important. If
you do decide to come to the campus, please exercise common sense and safety.
There will be some kind of celebration down the road and in person with Steven.
Thank you and stay well,
Diane.

THANK YOU TO THE SUPPORT TEAM TODAY:
SOUND & LIVESTREAM TECH
CARETAKER(S)

Galen Elfert, Christian Malcolm
Vivian Davidson

We actively
welcome people
of all sexual
orientations and
gender identities!

Our Vision
Because we envision a more compassionate world, we seek to deepen our spiritual
and religious lives, grow and enrich our congregation, and advocate for love and
justice.
Living Our Vision
As Unitarians, we are dedicated to spiritual growth, social justice, and reverence
for nature and all life. We embody these values through worship, ethical action,
artistic expression, and religious education for all ages that aim to connect hearts,
heads, and hands. Our congregation welcomes all ages, orientations, abilities, and
identities in our joyous search for meaning.
MINISTER AND STAFF
PARISH MINISTER
COMMUNITY MINISTER
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CHOIR DIRECTOR
MUSIC DIRECTOR
CASUAL CARETAKERS
RE STAFF
YOUTH COORDINATOR
CONGREGATIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
OFFICE ASSISTANT/ ORDER OF SERVICE
BOOKKEEPER
LAY CHAPLAINS

Rev. Steven Epperson
Rev. Laura Imayoshi
Kiersten Moore
Donna Brown
Elliott Dainow
Ben Yeung, Paul Nash, Karen Hertz,
Edgar Silveira, Vivian Davidson, Marie Witt
Doug Ennenberg, Jannika Nyberg
Olivia Hall
Aurora Eyolfson
Marcus Hynes
Gordon Lowe
Laureen Stokes, Cheryl Amundsen,
Louise Bunn

Regular Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:30 am to 2 pm; Friday, 9 am – 1 pm (by appointment);
Sunday, 10am to 1pm | Telephone: 604-261-7204
Email: info@vancouverunitarians.ca| Web:www.vancouverunitarians.ca
Facebook: facebook.com/vancouverunitarians | Instagram: instagram.com/vancouverunitarian

To subscribe to the email version of the UCV Events & Order of Service, go to
www.vancouverunitarians.ca/newsletter.

