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UNITARIAN CHURCH OF VANCOUVER
Celebration of Worship

April 30, 2017

At the front of the church you will find unlit candles. You are welcome to light a candle in
remembrance, in gratitude, in prayer, in celebration.
The prelude helps to create a spirit for shared celebration and worship.
Please refrain from conversing and please turn off your cell phones.

Prelude

Ave Verum Corpus
Imant Raminsh / arr. E. Dainow
Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place
Lanny Wolfe
A Mighty Fortress is Our God
Martin Luther / arr. Bach
A Mighty Fortress is Our God
Martin Luther / arr. Bruce Greer
E. Dainow, piano

Opening Words/Greeting Our Neighbours

Rev. Steven Epperson

Kindling the Chalice Flame

Rev. Steven Epperson

Opening Hymn #347

Gather the Spirit

Story for all Ages

Read by Rev. Steven Epperson
Let’s sing the children out “Go now…”

Welcome and Announcements

Karen Bartlett

Reading from the Book of
Celebrations and Concerns

Karen Bartlett

Offering: We deeply appreciate
your presence here, your offerings
and the gifts you share.

100 Good Evenings

Mustafa el Kurd
arr. E. Peach & E. Dainow
E Dainow, piano

Meditation

Rev. Steven Epperson

Musical Response

Sermon

Shalom Rav*

Aminadav Aloni / arr E. Dainow
E. Dainow, piano & voice

Does Religion Have an Auto-Immune Disease?

Closing Hymn #6
Closing Words/Extinguishing the Chalice Flame

Rev. Steven Epperson

Just as Long as I Have Breath
Rev. Steven Epperson

Valediction

Carry the flame of peace and love, until we meet again.
Carry the flame of peace and love, until we meet again.

* This is a traditional blessing for peace in the world, composed by Aloni who was born in
Israel but spent his life in Los Angeles. He was partly credited with the theme song to Exodus
as well as writing a lot of sacred as well as jazz music for worship. Elliott

Marc Chagall, Sarah and Abraham Entertaining the Three Angels

Next Sunday Service: May 7, 2017, 11 am

Stories From Away: What Other Unitarian
Communities are Doing
Keith Wilkinson
The seats in the rear of the church are reserved:
(when facing the front) left side for parents with babies or small children in
childcare, and right side for persons in wheelchairs & strollers
To subscribe to the email version of the UCV Events & Order of Service write:
ucvevents@gmail.com Please include your name.

APRIL 30, 2017 – TODAY AT UCV
MAYPOLE DANCING: Come join in before and after the worship service TODAY, April 30. It
should be fun in a chaotic kind of way. All ages welcome. Come back Tuesday, 7 – 9 pm for a
Beltane/May Day ritual and circle dance including a (perhaps) less chaotic version. All welcome.
Mary Bennett maryinvancouver@gmail.com

MEDITATION: Join us for the Sunday morning sitting meditation at 10 – 10:45 am. There is brief
guidance at the beginning of each sit. In consideration of others, please try to come on time. Any
inquiries can be sent to victoriaoginski@gmail.com.
FORUM: Who are these sacred circle dancers? Several of us regulars will talk about sacred circle
dance, what it is and why we do it. We'll demonstrate several circle dances to Unitarian songs and
hope (but not force) you to join in. Fireside room at 12:30 pm. Mary Bennett,
maryinvancouver@gmail.com
CHILDREN’S PROGRAM: We are committed to providing safe, compassionate, age-appropriate
programming for all children and youth who attend or visit UCV. Our goal is to find the Fun with
Meaning! Sunday morning classes and childcare are provided free of charge as part of the
mission of this congregation. Everyone attends the start of service together through the chalice
lighting, opening hymn, and story for all ages.
After the story children ages 3-12 proceed to the lower level of Hewett Centre for their classes:
Chalice Children (age 3-6);
Origins & Journeys (ages 7-9)
Sing to the Power (ages 10-12).
Childcare is available for children up to age three between 10:45 am and 12:30 pm in Servetus
Room on the main floor of Hewett Centre opposite the library.
Children and babies are welcome to remain with their parents/guardians through the service if
they prefer.
Please meet your child downstairs after the service: children under age 9 will remain in class
until met by a responsible family member.

CHILDREN’S ART SHOW: Our children started out the year studying cosmology and our origins in
the universe. We learned about nebulae, stars, atoms, the Big Bang, giant stars, gravity, super
novas, black holes and how every atom in our bodies and the evolution of life on earth is
connected to all this cosmic activity. This art show is presented by our Awesome Kids (mostly
age 7-9) and includes artwork inspired by our cosmic explorations, NASA photos of planets and
moons in our solar system, and Hubble Telescope photos of nebulae, stars, and galaxies.
Children’s art for sale in frames to family (parents) at cost of $30 for small frame/glass or $60 for
a larger frame/glass. Proceeds will go back to the Arts Committee.
YOUTH GROUP: Our High School Youth Group (grades 8-12) meets from 1 – 3 pm each Sunday in
Hitschmanova on the lower level of Hewett Centre. Our Youth Group is led collaboratively by the
youth and trained advisors. They explore issues of faith development, social justice, life experiences,
trials, tribulations and joys of navigating life—and they always include a good measure of fun and
games. All youth members and visitors are welcome.
YOUR OPEN HEARTS CAN OPEN DOORS: The UCV Library is open before Sunday worship
services and after worship until 1 p.m. Booklovers who might enjoy greeting and serving fellow

Unitarians in the Library are welcome as volunteers. Open others' eyes to the wealth of
knowledge on our shelves.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS
ALL PARTIES FORUM: All Parties Election Forum on Environment and Social Justice. May 3, 7–9
pm at UCV. Co-sponsored by the Social Justice and Environment Committees, Unitarian Church of
Vancouver, and the Suzuki Elders of the David Suzuki Foundation, the forum will focus on Social
Justice (ending poverty, welfare rates, child care, affordable housing); Environment/Sustainability
(transportation, Deas Island Bridge); and Jobs and the Economy (Party plans for a clean green
economy with sustainable long term employment). All welcome!
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE LUNCH: The Social Justice Committee will be serving lunch next
Sunday, May 7. The funds raised will go to two very worthwhile organizations:
1. BiciLibre / Pedals for the People. This organization repairs old bikes and gives them to people
who can not afford to buy a bike, and also to farm workers who often have to travel far in
order to get to their workplaces.
2. A group of young Inuit students who are learning to make films about their history under the
guidance of Frank Tester.
CHALICE CHOIR SPRING CONCERT: Celebrate Spring! Join the Chalice Choir for a concert
featuring the Chichester Psalms by Leonard Bernstein, along with a medley from West Side Story
and a singalong. Childcare provided. Reception to follow. Sunday, May 7 at 7:30 pm, Sanctuary.
Tickets: $20 (Low income – pay what you can.) Available from any choir member or at the
door. Tickets will be on sale in Hewett Centre today after the service.
THIRD SUNDAY BOOK GROUP: Sunday, May 21, 12:30 pm in the Lindsey-Priestley room. This is
My Country, What’s Yours? A literary road trip around Canada, in which author Noah Richler posits
this question to himself and the readers and interviews many contemporary Canadian writers. Copies
available for sign-out and borrowing behind the desk in the UCV library. Presenter: Barb Taylor
NEW COVENANT GROUP FORMING: Would you like to be a part of a small group focusing on
sharing thoughts and feelings on the Big Questions? Join the forum Sun. May 21 to learn what a
covenant group is and how to join one. Mary Bennett maryinvancouver@gmail.com. We expect a
new group to start within the next few months.
UCV’S NEW COMING OF AGE PROGRAM! Next year UCV will be running a Coming of Age
mentorship program for children and youth age 12-14 where our kids can learn, reflect, and grow.
Do you have a child in this age range who wants to spend next year playing games, getting to
know their peers, and deepening their understanding of their spirituality? If so, please email
Olivia Hall (oliviahmargaret@gmail.com) and Kiersten Moore (dre@vancouverunitarians.ca) and
come meet with us at the May 12th Messy Church dinner at 5 pm to help shape next year's
program.
LOVE SOUP: The April 16 "LOVE SOUP" was another success! THANK YOU VERY MUCH
for your continued strong support! This is a very enjoyable way to help raise funds for our

beautiful church! The next "LOVE SOUP" is on the Third Sunday, May 21. Please mark on your
calendar. Thank you very much for your help! Amy Megumi
UPCOMING POTLUCK DINNERS: Need a little Hygge? We have potluck dinners lined up for Sat.
May 21, Sat. June 3, Sat. June 17 and Thurs. June 29. Usually 8-10 guests. Must RSVP. For
details of place and host, send an email to ucvhygge@gmail.com or call the church office.
SHARE YOUR STORY: A SERMON WRITING WORKSHOP: Sat. May 27, 2017, 12:30–5:30 pm
at UCV. Facilitated by Rev. Meg Roberts. Workshop cost also includes 1 follow-up group
coaching session to help integrate learning. Cost: Early Bird special to April 30 is $35. (May 1–
18 is $50). Maximum 24 participants so register early. For more information contact UCV
Worship Committee chair Way Kent: 110395@telus.net or phone the UCV office (604-2617204). Early Bird Registration Deadline is April 30, final registration deadline is May 18.
A NEW WAY TO REACH OUT IN TIMES OF NEED: If you or others in the congregation are in need
of support in times of transition, loss, illness, moving, etc., please contact:
careandconcern@vancouverunitarians.ca. Sincerely, Rev. Steven Epperson
FEEDBACK: We always welcome feedback on our worship services:
worship@vancouverunitarians.ca, Sincerely, UCV Worship Services Committee

OUTSIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS
UNITARIAN FAMILY CAMP AT LAKE SASAMAT, JUNE 2–4: Set in Port Moody’s Belcarra
Regional Park, the camp offers swimming, boating, hiking, climbing, children and youth
programs, a choral workshop for youth/adults, campfires and other fun communal events. Heated
cabins with electricity. Meals provided. Note: Children love this camp but you do not need to
bring children in order to attend Family Camp! To see a fun video, go to Youtube and search for
“Camp Sasamat hosted by Beacon Unitarian”. For more information visit:
http://beaconunitarian.org/index.php/camp/.
CREATIVE ARTS ELIOT CAMP 2017 FOR UUS AND THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY: Did you know
that there is an arts-related summer camp run by The Eliot Institute for UUs of all ages in our area
(Washington, Oregon, British Columbia, Alaska, and Western Idaho) and their friends and
family? Creative Arts Eliot 2017 will take place at the beautiful Seabeck Conference Center on
Hood Canal in Seabeck, Washington from August 12 through August 16, 2017, and will offer
opportunities for UUs and friends and relatives to enjoy many wonderful aspects of a multigenerational "camp" experience while also pursuing an interest in one of seven artistic or creative
endeavors: Photography, Writing, Beginning Ukulele, Intro to Puppetry, Colorful Creations,
Painting & Collage, and Storytelling. Campers choose one activity to focus on in the mornings,
and spend the rest of their time enjoying board and card games, music and singing,
walking/hiking through the woods, beach/waterfront activities, UU community, evening
programs, and numerous other planned events. There is still room so join us this summer at
Creative Arts Eliot 2017! For more information, please contact the Eliot Administrator at
Eliotregistrar@gmail.com or visit our website at www.eliotinstitute.org.

UCV Vision Taskforce-(Léonie Armstrong [co-chair], Rev. Steven Epperson, Cole Harris, Kiersten Moore, Hanno Pinder, Jenny
Podlecki, Paul Prescod [co-chair], Tamiko Suzuki)

UCV Vision Statement
Because we envision a more compassionate world,
we seek to deepen our spiritual and religious lives,
grow and enrich our congregation,
and advocate for love and justice.

Living Our Vision
As Unitarians, we are dedicated to spiritual growth, social justice and reverence for nature and all life.
We embody these values through worship, ethical action, artistic expression and religious education for all ages
that aim to connect hearts, heads and hands.
Our congregation welcomes all ages, orientations, abilities, and identities in our joyous search for meaning.
On April 16, UCV members voted overwhelmingly in favour of the proposed Vision and Living Our Vision statements.
Thanks to all of you who registered your vote and comments. The Vision Taskforce will present these statements at the
Extraordinary General Meeting on June 25th for a formal vote. We will also present to the Board and UCV members
significant priorities arising from these statements.

Pieter Bruegel, The Younger – Marriage Feast Dance

Warm Welcome!
Please visit our Visitors’ Table and get a nametag in the Sanctuary foyer. Drop by the Welcome Table
in Hewett Centre after the service and stay for coffee or tea and friendly conversation. Learn about our
church and our community. Look for people wearing yellow nametags, who are welcoming you today.
If you are a new family visiting with children or babies, we look forward to welcoming you in
person. Free childcare is available for children 3 and under, and children 4 and over are invited to join
in this week’s program activities. Children are also welcome to stay for the church service if they
prefer. If you feel that you need to slip out of the service with a crying baby, please feel free to rejoin
the service at any time. The service can also be heard in the foyer and in Hewett Centre.
SUPPORT TEAM TODAY
Pat Johnson, Theresa Marion
COFFEE SET UP AND SERVERS
Lorraine Calame
FLOWERS
David Buchanan, Leslie Hill
LIBRARY AND LITERATURE STALL
Environment Committee
LUNCH
Marcus Hynes
ORDER OF SERVICE
Hans Elfert
SOUND
Margo Elfert, Pat Johnson, Denise Nereida, Paul Prescod
GREETERS
Nancy Strider, Brock MacLachlan
WELCOME AND INFORMATION TABLE
STAFF
PARISH MINISTER
COMMUNITY MINISTER
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CHOIR DIRECTOR
MUSIC ASSISTANT TO THE MINISTER
CASUAL CARETAKERS
OFFICE ASSISTANT
BOOKKEEPER
SUNDAY RECEPTIONISTS
UCV LAY CHAPLAINS

Rev. Steven Epperson
Rev. Laura Imayoshi
Kiersten Moore
Donna Brown
Elliott Dainow
James Wilson, Mark Klassen, Ben Yeung
Paul Nash, Matt Yeung, Igor Santizo
Marcus Hynes
Collene Harris
Virginia Crabill, Robert Schultz
Nan Gregory, Louise Bunn

The Unitarian Church of Vancouver
We are a community of diverse beliefs and shared values.
In fellowship with one another, we seek spiritual growth, social justice, and environmental
sustainability through worship, ethical action, education, and artistic expression. We welcome all
who would join this compassionate and visionary community

The UCV campus is a Smoke-Free Environment

