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UNITARIAN CHURCH OF VANCOUVER 
Celebration of Worship   October 30 2016 

 

At the front of the church you will find unlit candles. You are welcome to light a candle in 

remembrance, in gratitude, in prayer, in celebration. 
 

The prelude helps to create a spirit for shared celebration and worship.  

Please refrain from conversing and please turn off your cell phones.  

 

 

 

Prelude The "Ghost" Trio - Allegro vivace             L. van Beethoven 

                       Pat Armstrong, violin; Heather Hay, cello; E. Dainow, piano* 

 

Opening Words/Greeting Our Neighbours  Rev. Steven Epperson  

 

Kindling the Chalice Flame   

  

Opening Hymn #6     Just As Long As I Have Breath 

      

 

Story for All Ages     read by Rev. Steven Epperson  

 

 

 

Let’s Sing the Children Out “Go now…” 

 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements  Olivia Hall 

 

Reading from the Book of     Olivia Hall 

Celebrations and Concerns  

 

Offering: We deeply appreciate  The "Ghost" Trio - Presto (excerpt)       L. van Beethoven 

your presence here, your offerings        Pat Armstrong, violin; Heather Hay, cello 

and the gifts you share.    E. Dainow, piano 

 

Meditation, Spoken then Silent  Rev. Steven Epperson 

 

Musical Response  The "Ghost" Trio - Lento (excerpt)       L. van Beethoven 

                       Pat Armstrong, violin; Heather Hay, cello; 

 E. Dainow, piano 

 



Encountering our Ancestors XII (scripts by Steven Epperson) 

To celebrate the memory of our ancestors:  

A Samhain Invocation** With Louise Bunn 
 

 

Rev. William Bentley (1759 – 1819)  Unitarian Minister/ Journalist/ Linguist 

Mabel Osgood Wright (1859 – 1934)  Naturalist/ Author   

William Stanley Jevons (1835 – 1832)  Economist/ Philosopher 

Lydia Moss Bradley (1816 – 1908)  Business Woman/ Philanthropist 

 

Closing Hymn #155  Circle ‘Round for Freedom 

  

Closing Words/Extinguishing the Chalice Flame  

    

Valediction Carry the flame of peace and love, until we meet again.  

  Carry the flame of peace and love, until we meet again.  

 

* This trio gets its nickname from the shimmering tremolos in the Lento movement. It’s a 

pleasure to welcome Pat and Heather here. I have played with each of them before, but 

never as a trio. They both have active careers teaching and playing in the Vancouver Opera 

Orchestra and other chamber groups. –Elliott 

 

**Modern Pagans view the world as a great Circle, majestically turning through the four 

Quarters of the Year, from season to season, with each Quarter representing a natural Element, 

a geographic Direction, and a specific Season, and each presided over by benevolent elemental 

forces, Guardians of each phase of our human lives, from birth to death, and beyond. 

 
 

 

Next Sunday Service: November 6, 2016, 11 am   

 

What if Citizenship was Voluntary? 
Rev. Paul Beckel 

Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship, WA 

The seats in the rear of the church are reserved:  

(when facing the front) left side for parents with babies or small 

children in childcare, and right side for persons in wheelchairs 
 

To subscribe to the email version of the UCV Events & Order of Service write: 

ucvevents@gmail.com Please include your name.

mailto:ucvevents@gmail.com


THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 

       

         

 

 

Ancestors: Samhain 2004 (clockwise from upper right) 

Dorothy Livesay – Writer & Activist  

Joseph Chamberlain – Politician  

Josephine Shaw Lowell – Consumer Advocate 

Girolamo Busale – Theologian  

Bela Bartok – Composer  

 

 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 

 

    

    

 

 

Ancestors: Samhain 2005 (clockwise from upper right) 

Beatrix Potter – Children’s Author   

Maria Mitchell – Astronomer  

Jacob Paleologus – Theologian/ Martyr 

George Boole – Mathematician  

Edvard Grieg – Composer  
 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

  
 

     

 

 

Ancestors: Samhain 2006 (clockwise from upper right) 

Adriaan Korbaugh – Theologian/Martyr 

Martha and Waitstill Sharp – Refugee Relief Activists 

Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell – Author 

Rod Serling – Science Fiction Writer & TV Producer 

Katarina Weiglowa – Martyr 
 

 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 

  

    
 

 

 

Ancestors: Samhain 2008 (clockwise from upper right) 

Margaret Fuller – Journalist & Feminist  

Arthur Lismer – Artist 

Rachel Carson – Environmentalist  

Herman Melville – Author  

Bernardo Ochino – Theologian /Martyr 

 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Ancestors: Samhain 2009 (clockwise from upper right) 

G. Ledyard Stebbins – Geneticist 

R. Travers Herford – Unitarian Minister/Judaism Scholar 

Anna Laetitia Barbauld – Poet/Feminist 

Lotta Hitschmanova – Founder USC Canada 

 

 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

    

    

 

  

Ancestors: Samhain 2010 (clockwise from upper right) 

Simon Budny – Radical Theologian/Biblical Scholar 

Charlotte Garrigue Masaryk – First Lady of Czechoslovakia 

Mary Wollstonecraft – Feminist/Philosopher/Author 

Leonard Marsh – Public Servant 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 

     
 

        
 

      

 

Ancestors: Samhain 2011 (clockwise from upper right) 

Joseph Workman – Canadian Mental Health Pioneer 

Vilhjamar Stefansson – Explorer/Ethnologist 

May Sarton – Poet  

Isabella Jagiellon – Unitarian Noblewoman 

 (holding her son John Sigismund, 1st Unitarian king) 

 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 

     
 

        
 

      

Ancestors: Samhain 2012 (clockwise from upper right) 

Orestes Brownson – Minister/Political Radical 

Margaret Laurence – Author  

Mary White Ovington – Civil Rights Activist  

William Hazlitt – Essayist  

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=Mary+White+Ovington&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4RNTN_enCA336CA338&biw=1920&bih=852&tbm=isch&tbnid=tJhmeAk6w8IZGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/ovington.html&docid=Pf6vlBvOihsCvM&imgurl=http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/ovington.gif&w=210&h=321&ei=9OGSUO-2FovuigKhpYC4Cw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=174&vpy=108&dur=2650&hovh=256&hovw=168&tx=98&ty=158&sig=106017740169320966103&page=1&tbnh=117&tbnw=79&start=0&ndsp=72&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:71


THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 

      
 

      
  
 

     Ancestors: Samhain 2013 (clockwise from upper right) 

Joseph Johnson – Publisher 

Conrad Aiken – Poet 

Celia Payne-Gaposchkin – Astronomer 

Malvina Reynolds – Song Writer/Activist 
 

 

 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 

   
 

    

 

Ancestors: Samhain 2014 (clock-wise from upper right) 

Margaret Benedictsson – Women’s Rights Activitst 

William Carlos Williams – Doctor/Poet 

Maria Cook – Universalist Preacher  

Lelio Sozzini – Theologian  

 

 

 



THE SUNDAY UNITARIAN 
The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 

 

 
 

    

 

Ancestors: Sahhain 2015 (clock-wise from upper right):  

Kate Austin Cooper – Universalist/Anarchist 

Paul Best – Early English Unitarian 

Caleb Rich – Universalist Preacher  

Olive Higgins Prouty – Author 
   

 

 



OCTOBER 30, 2016 
 

 

HOW WE’RE CHANGING THE WORLD! 

The UCV Env Ctte creates 3 lunches/year, and offers flying offset and 

donation opportunities, to increase the Green Fund,  

(presently over $7,000). 

 

 

TODAY’S EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BOOK BASH TODAY!  
The library committee is having annual Book Bash today, October 30 from 9 am to 1 pm. 

Come check out our large and lovely selection of books! 

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM: Childcare is available free for the younger ones (aged three and 

under) in Servetus Room on the main floor of Hewett Centre. 

 

FORUM, FIRESIDE, 12:30 – 1:30 PM:  
Committee Participation Fair - Needs, Deeds and Program Seeds 

Committees bring your needs for help. Members bring your interests in volunteering. All - 

bring your ideas for organization and services. RandallMacKinnon@yahoo.ca 

 

- RENEW UCV CO-HOSTING SFU PHILOSOPHERS' CAFÉ? 
Dr Zola, Convener of SFU Philosophers' Cafés, has expressed interest in having UCV 

resume as a co-sponsor of those Cafes at UCV. SFU has publicized (Last) Friday Cafes 

on its website for many years on a complimentary basis. We are now discussing 

merging SFU PCs and Friday Cafes—retaining the best elements of FC, and limiting the 

use of provided rentable space to a Friday evening. If approved, SFU Philosophers' 

Café could be held once a month from September to June, starting in January 2017. This 

possibility will be discussed at the Committee Participation Forum today at 12:30 pm. If 

there is a sufficient expression of interest, we will consider making a suitable and timely 

proposal for approval. We encourage your participation in the discussion. 

RandallMacKinnon@yahoo.ca  

 

- CONSIDERING A POSSIBLE DAY-TIME PROGRAM FOR SENIORS, RETIRED PEOPLE AND 

OTHERS AVAILABLE DURING THE DAY. Primarily due to attrition, the GOP - Grand Old 

Program "Day Timers" came to an end several years ago. Some interest has been 

expressed in having a day-time program occasionally. Are you interested? If so, come to 

the Forum today in the Fireside Room at 12:30 and make your ideas and suggestions 

and offers to help known. RandallMacKinnon@yahoo.ca  

 

 

mailto:RandallMacKinnon@yahoo.ca
mailto:RandallMacKinnon@yahoo.ca
mailto:RandallMacKinnon@yahoo.ca


BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY RELATED TO TODAY’S SERVICE: 

- The Epic of Unitarianism by David Parke  289.1 Par 

- These Live Tomorrow: 20 Unitarian Universalist Biographies by Clinton Lee Scott   

289.1 Sco 

- The Unitarians: a Short History by Leonard Smith  289.1 Smi 

 

ART AT UCV:   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

A REMINDER TO ALL 

Please keep the doors locked at all times  

and keep watch over personal items! 

 

 

 

THE UCV AGM will be held in the Hewett Centre on Sun, Nov 13, 12:30 – 3 pm. If you 

would like an electronic copy of the Annual Report or the Financial Statement, please contact 

the office. info@vancouverunitarians.ca  

 

MECHANICAL SKILLS REQUIRED to figure out why the UCV ping-pong table doesn’t fold 

down and fold up as it should. If you may be able to help, please contact Hunter at the church 

office. Many thanks. hunter@vancouverunitarians.ca 

 

ARE: CHRONIC PAIN SUPPORT GROUP: If you live with chronic pain day in day out, and 

would find it helpful to talk with others who live with the same; as well as explore options for 

more pain-free days or help with government forms or red tape, join us Thursdays starting 

November 3rd at 10:30 am in the Fireside Room. –Sharon, skdalgleish@gmail.com 

 

OUR RE PROGRAM IS LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS FOR OUR CHILDCARE 

ROOM AND PRESCHOOL CLASS: Music players—either a CD player or Bluetooth speakers; 

puzzles; infant bouncy seat; infant play mat; dramatic play props; manipulatives; ethnically 

diverse dolls (clothed); an easel/chalkboard. Please see Kiersten Moore before or after the 

service.  

 

THE OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY FUND (OOF) is looking for one new member. We have four 

short meetings a year to discuss which community groups we allocate funds to from the 

Sunday offerings.  If you are a UCV member and interested, please respond to 

mlage@shaw.ca or oof@vancouverunitarians.ca  

 

mailto:info@vancouverunitarians.ca
mailto:hunter@vancouverunitarians.ca
mailto:skdalgleish@gmail.com
mailto:mlage@shaw.ca
mailto:oof@vancouverunitarians.ca


COME DANCE WITH THE ANCESTORS on Tuesday, November 1 from 7 - 9 pm. 

This is the time of year when the veil is thin between the worlds. Many cultures honour their 

ancestors so we have planned a Sacred Circle Dance on this theme with a pagan structure of 

calling the circle, invoking directions and deities--all in dance and with a Unitarian flair. Bring 

a photo or object to remember an ancestor. Bringing a snack to share is always welcome. 

Coordinator: Mary Bennett, circle-dance@vancouverunitarians.ca 

 

NOV 6 FORUM: Why (and How to) Stop Kinder Morgan 

Canada’s inadequate GHG targets will be missed, and we’re on track to trigger runaway 

global warming. We need zero new Tar Sands development, and zero new dilbit pipelines. At 

noon, on Nov 19 at City Hall we will march and rally to “Stop Kinder Morgan: No Consent: 

No Pipeline”. Learn more. 

Presenter: Karl Perrin, UCV Environment Committee; BROKE: Burnaby Residents Opposing 

Kinder Morgan Expansion; and Climate Convergence, which is organizing the Nov 19 Stop 

Kinder Morgan event. 

 

 

 

THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE is  

1. endorsing a fundraising art auction for two programs that provide bicycles to 

residents of the Downtown Eastside (Pedals for the People) and to seasonal 

agricultural workers in the Fraser Valley (Bici Libre). 
  

2. LOOKING FOR DONATIONS of art and bicycles. Please contact  

yvonnemarcus@shaw.ca if you are able to make a donation before November 

10th.  The auction “Pedalling Art” will take place on Nov 12 at Red Gate Arts 

Society, 855 E Hastings St, Vancouver. 

 More info about these projects: 

http://www.pedalpower.org/pedals-for-the-people.html 

http://www.bikecoop.ca/2015/07/bici-libre-repairing-bikes-for-migrant-agricultural-workers/ 

 

 

 

 

 

UCV CARE AND CONCERN ANNOUNCEMENT 
A new way to reach out in time of need:  

“If you or others in the congregation are in need of support in times of 

transition, loss, illness, moving, etc.,  

please contact: careandconcern@vancouverunitarians.ca”   

sincerely, Rev. Steven Epperson 

 
 

mailto:circle-dance@vancouverunitarians.ca
mailto:yvonnemarcus@shaw.ca
http://www.pedalpower.org/pedals-for-the-people.html
http://www.bikecoop.ca/2015/07/bici-libre-repairing-bikes-for-migrant-agricultural-workers/
mailto:careandconcern@vancouverunitarians.ca


UCV Visioning Process Continues: and the Taskforce Invites You…       
to try your hand at writing a UCV Vision Statement! 
 

Please review (below) the responses to questions from our Vision workshops. Using 
these responses as inspiration, write a UCV Vision Statement in one-two sentences. 
The statement should express what our ultimate goal and guiding purpose is as a 
congregation—what we fundamentally trust in now, and aspire to be in the future. 
The Vision Taskforce will use the responses in guiding the creation of a UCV Vision 
Statement for Review and approval by the congregation. 
Deadline: November 9. (Please submit your statement in hard copy on Sundays (a box 
will be in the foyer of the Sanctuary) or email them to info@vancouverunitarins.ca 
 

Unitarian Church of Vancouver – 2016 Visioning Survey Summary 
 

Compiled from responses to survey questionnaires distributed to the UCV congregation in early 

October, 2016. What follows is a summation of the most popular or common responses.   
 

Motivations that brought you to UCV/What keeps you going here? 
 Seeking a progressive, non-dogmatic spiritual community to be amongst people of like mind – the 

church provides many opportunities for social, spiritual, and intellectual engagement 

 Resonance with Unitarian Universalist values 

 Seeking spiritual guidance, solace, and comfort following a personal loss or major life change 

 A desire to be more active role in community affairs through advocacy for/participation in  social 

justice, environmental, and refugee committees  

 An intangible feeling of ‘coming’ or ‘being’ ‘home’ 

 Seeking a spiritual community that is welcoming to families, youth and small children 

 Interested in religious education programs (both for adults and for youth/children) 

 Appreciation of the physical space – the beauty and tranquility of the church buildings and grounds 

 The ‘outstanding music and musicians’ (enjoyment of the choir was by far one of the most universal 

responses) 

 Steven’s sermons/presence/personal approach to the ministry (another very common response) 

 Familial legacy of Unitarian Universalism and/or referrals from friends and colleagues 

What are the challenges and drawbacks? 
 A lack of ethnic/cultural/spiritual/economic diversity in the congregation 

 Concerns over the aging congregation and the relative lack of young families and newcomers to the 

church 

 Concerns over Steven’s retirement and succession  

 Concerns about financial instability, both within the church itself and in the greater Vancouver area as 

a whole  

 Several people were sensitive to what they perceived as pressure to contribute more financially – 

concerned that the church is exclusionary toward people in lower income brackets 



 Several people commented that the congregation is not as inclusive as it could be, especially 

considering that inclusivity is cited as a core value of the church – they have had trouble getting to 

know people and navigating the social ‘heirarchy’, or have had negative experiences with some of the 

more longstanding or active members (negativity, cynicism, judgmental attitudes, 

factionalism/elitism, etc.) 

 Concerns about too few people undertaking too much of the important work – paradox of committee 

members needing more help, but also being resistant to accepting it, especially from newcomers 

 Lack of time/over-commitment in other areas of life prevents many people from being more active in 

church services or programs 

 Travel time/lack of accessibility via public transit 

Considerations/suggestions for the future 
 Focus on outreach and public engagement – build bridges with local organizations and institutions 

with similar values, as well as local aboriginal communities and other spiritual communities – in order 

to increase the overall strength and diversity of the congregation 

 Work to further increase accessibility while minimizing environmental footprint of the buildings & 

grounds 

 Consider bringing back the Adult Religious Education program (this was a popular response) 

 Several people voiced a desire for more ritual/pageantry in church services or in church-sanctioned 

events 

 Several people put forward the idea of ‘rebranding’ to remove the word ‘church’ and replace it with 

something more ‘neutral’, such as ‘community’, the rationale being that many people find that the 

word ‘church’ is triggering or has certain connotations (dogmatism, oppression, etc.) that people are 

resistant to or suspicious of. There are many people in the world today who are spiritually-inclined, 

but who do not resonate with the idea of a ‘church’ as it is popularly conceived – the idea is that since 

the UCV offers a non-dogmatic approach to spirituality that is open to and accepting of all cultures 

and beliefs, it should take efforts to distance itself from the word ‘church’ in order to better engage 

with young spiritual seekers. 

 Coordinate a ride-sharing program to make it easier for people to attend on Sundays (particularly 

elders) – this would also have positive environmental effects as well 

 Look for opportunities to create a Unitarian presence in other areas of the city – e.g, creating location-

based ‘splinter groups’ of the various committees to help tackle local issues and increase community 

engagement, offering classes or talks in public venues, distributing UU materials to community 

centers and libraries, etc. As wonderful as the buildings and grounds are, there are concerns that 

focusing too much of the congregation’s collective energy within a singular location is not 

advantageous when it comes to community engagement 

 Create more ‘fun’ opportunities to gather outside of Sunday services – circle dances, pot lucks, etc.  

 Involve local government: invite local MPs to attend Sunday services/committee meetings, etc. 

 Nurture stronger relationships with other Unitarian churches and the Unitarian Council of Canada 

 Several people responded: ‘more of the same’.  

 

Compiled by Marcus Hynes, Office Assistant (info@vancouverunitarians.ca). The raw data from which this report 

was compiled is also available as an Excel spreadsheet. 

 

mailto:info@vancouverunitarians.ca


A Warm Welcome! 

Please visit our Visitors’ Table and get a nametag in the Sanctuary foyer. Drop by the Welcome 

Table in Hewett Centre after the service and stay for coffee or tea and friendly conversation. Learn 

about our church and our community. Look for people wearing yellow nametags, who are 

welcoming you today.  

 

If you are a new family visiting with children or babies, we look forward to welcoming you in 

person. Free childcare is available for children 3 and under, and children 4 and over are invited to 

join in this week’s program activities. Children are also welcome to stay for the church service if 

they prefer. If you feel that you need to slip out of the service with a crying baby, please feel free 

to rejoin the service at any time. The service can also be heard in the foyer and in Hewett Centre. 
 

SUPPORT TEAM TODAY 
 

COFFEE SET UP AND SERVERS Pat Johnson, Theresa Marion, Penny Pearson 

FLOWERS Lorraine Calame 

LIBRARY AND LITERATURE STALL David Buchanan, Leslie Hill 

LUNCH yUUth Group 

ORDER OF SERVICE Hunter MacNiven 

SOUND Hans Elfert 

GREETERS Margo Elfert, Pat Johnson, Denise Nereida, Paul Prescod 

WELCOME AND INFORMATION TABLE Philomene Jahnke, Nancy Strider 
 

STAFF 

PARISH MINISTER Rev. Steven Epperson 

COMMUNITY MINISTER  

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CHOIR DIRECTOR     

Rev. Laura Imayoshi 

Kiersten Moore 

Donna Brown  

MUSIC ASSISTANT TO THE MINISTER Elliott Dainow 

CASUAL CARETAKERS               James Wilson, Ben Yeung, Mark Klassen, 

Paul Nash, Matt Yeung 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINISTRATOR 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 

BOOKKEEPER 

SUNDAY RECEPTIONISTS 

UCV LAY CHAPLAINS 

Hunter MacNiven 

Marcus Hynes 

Collene Harris 

Virginia Crabill, Robert Schultz 

 Nan Gregory, Sherry King, Louise Bunn 
 

The red pulpit hanging is a gift from our partner church in Brassó, Romania. 
 

The Unitarian Church of Vancouver 

We are a community of diverse beliefs and shared values. 

In fellowship with one another, we seek spiritual growth, social justice, and environmental 

sustainability through worship, ethical action, education, and artistic expression. We welcome all 

who would join this compassionate and visionary community 
 

The UCV campus is a Smoke-Free Environment   


