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Keepers of the Earth 

Words & music by Joyce Poley

We are blessed by every river,
Every river makes us whole,
With its riches and its beauty,
Every river feeds our soul.

And we are called as keepers of the earth,
We are called to speak its sacred worth,
For our children and our children’s children
We are called as keepers of the earth. 
© 2014 Joyce Poley (SOCAN) 

Now Is the Time 
Words & music by Joyce Poley

Melody
Now is the time, now is the time,
Now is the time to speak as one,
Now is the time to take a stand
For the good, for the common good.

Harmony I
We’ve got to do it right now,  

we’ve got to do it right now,
We’ve got to do it, do it, do it right now,
We’ve got to do it right now,  

we’ve got to do it right now,
We’ve got to do it, do it right now.

Harmony II
Ooo……… do it right now, (3 times)
Do it, do it right now.
© 2016 Joyce Poley (SOCAN)

When Our Heart Is In A Holy Place 
Words & music by Joyce Poley

Chorus:
When our heart is in a holy place,
When our heart is in a holy place,
We are blessed with love and amazing grace
When our heart is in a holy place.

When we trust the wisdom in each of us,
Ev’ry colour, ev’ry creed and kind,
And we see our faces in each other’s eyes,
Then our heart is in a holy place

Chorus

When we tell our story from deep inside
And we listen with a loving mind,
And we hear our voices in each other’s words,
Then our heart is in a holy place.

Chorus

When we share the silence of sacred space,
And the god of our heart stirs within,
And we feel the power of each other’s faith,
Then our heart is in a holy place.
© 1996 Songstyle Music (SOCAN)

Ingathering Singing:  Led by Joyce Poley
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Ingathering Singing:  Led by Joyce Poley

Calling in the Directions:  Aline LaFlamme and the 
 Daughters of the Drum

Welcome: Rev. Debra Thorne 

Chalice Lighting:  Minister Emeritus Rev. Phillip Hewett 

Opening Congregational Song: 
Now is the Time   Led by Joyce Poley

Opening Words:  Rev. Debra Thorne

Conference Choir Anthem:
We Are One by Brian Tate Led by Alison Nixon

Story for All Ages: The Water Song Ray Stothers
A door to reconciliation—personal and global— 
offered from the ancestors of the Dagara People.
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Transitions in Ministry:
Rev. Steven Epperson, Unitarian Church of Vancouver
Rev. Jessica Purple Rodela, President of the Unitarian Universalist Ministers of Canada 

Congregational Response: 
We promise that you will not be alone in your ministry.  
We will walk side-by-side with you. We will work with you to move our shared dreams 
forward, and to keep the fire of commitment burning bright. 

Offering: Rev. Arthur Berman
Local Organization: Burns Bog Conservation Society 
National Organization: Truth and Reconciliation Canada
Please make cheques out to the Canadian Unitarian Council.
Music: Gabriel’s Oboe by Ennio Morricone, arr. by Craig Hella Johnson 
Alison Nixon (violist), Erin Marks (oboist) and the Conference Choir

Meditation: Rev. Samaya Oakley
Musical Response:  Nancy McMaster, Wooden Flute 

Growing Bolder Everyday: Reflections in four voices,  
three singers and the Conference Choir
Music: One Voice by Ruth Moody

One Voice, Verse 1 Susan White
Speaker #1  Eric Chen (UCV)

One Voice, Verse 2 Susan White and Bryan Gick
Speaker #2  Lyndsay Hindle (NSUC) 

One Voice, Verse 3  Susan White, Bryan Gick and Diana Diaz
Speaker #3  Dani Cooper (YA Community)

One Voice, Verse 4  Soloists and Choir
Speaker #4  Rev. Steven Epperson

Congregational Response:  Congregation, Soloists and Choir
One Voice, Verse 5 Led by Joyce Poley
This is the sound of all of us 
Singing with love and the will to trust 
Leave the rest behind it will turn to dust 
This is the sound of all of us
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Benediction:  Rev. Steven Epperson

Closing Words:  Rev. Debra Thorne 

Congregational Response: Prayer for Living in Tension by Rev. Joe Cherry

If we have any hope of transforming the world and changing ourselves,
we must be
bold enough to step into our discomfort,
brave enough to be clumsy there,
loving enough to forgive ourselves and others.
May we, as a people of faith, be granted the strength to be
so bold,
so brave,
and so loving.
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the Unitarian 
Universalist 

Association office 
in Boston. Last year 

it was returned to 
Donna when the 

UUA office re-located. 
The beautiful coloured 

shards signify to Donna 
the diversity of all of 

us, but point to a unity, 
symbolized by the chalice.

The GA Banner
Donna Hamilton, 
a member of 
the Beacon 
congregation, was 
commissioned by the 
General Assembly 
Planning Commission 
in 1995 to create this 
banner. It was featured  
at many General Assemblies 
until finding a permanent home at

1.  From the light of days remembered  
Burns a beacon bright and clear 
Guiding hands and hearts and spirits 
Into faith set free from fear…

Chorus:
When the fire of commitment
Sets our mind and soul ablaze,
When our hunger and our passion
Meet to call us on our way,
When we live with deep assurance
Of the flame that burns within,
Then our promise finds fulfillment
And our future can begin.

2.  From the stories of our living 
Rings a song both brave and free 
Calling pilgrims still to witness 
To the life of liberty

Chorus

3.  From the dreams of youthful vision 
Comes a new, prophetic voice 
Which demands a deeper justice 
Built by our courageous choice

Chorus

© 2001 Jason Shelton

Congregational Song: Led by Joyce Poley

The Fire of Commitment
by Jason Shelton & Mary Katherine Morn

Extinguishing of the Chalice:  Eric Chen, Lindsay Hindle, Dani Cooper 

Postlude: Elliot Dainow
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Biographies:
Aline LaFlamme is a Métis traditional 
healer, drum-maker and workshop facilitator. 
In 2010, Aline was named one of Vancouver’s 
Remarkable Women. She was also honoured 
to light the opening flame for Vancouver’s 
World Peace Forum in 2007. Aline 
continues to be a facilitator and participant 
in numerous multicultural, spiritual and 
environmental events, often providing 
opening ceremonies and songs with her 
Daughters of the Drum group.

Alison Nixon, Choir Director, has worked 
as a church musician and choir director for 
30 years, and with the North Shore Unitarian 
Church since 2003. She trained as a violinist 
and violist in Europe, and in choral direction 
under Fankhauser at UBC. She has worked 
with women’s ensembles, men’s choirs, and 
mixed choirs from small ensembles to choirs 
of 200.

Bryan Gick, Tenor, is a Professor of 
Linguistics at UBC, has played leading tenor 
roles in many light opera productions and 
performs folk, choral and early music at any 
opportunity.

Diana Diaz, Soprano  
Diana was part of the Guadalajara City Hall 
Choir from 2000–2005 and has a wide and 
varied choral repertoire. She has been the 
Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir soprano section 
leader since 2010, and currently is the section 
leader of the Oratorio Singers and the North 
Shore Unitarian Church choir, Vox Lumina.

Elliot Dainow, Accompanist 
Elliott was like a duck to water with piano 
lessons in childhood, later discovered choral 
singing and now accompanies and sings in 
various choirs and organizes the music at the 
UCV, having taken over from Harold Brown 
about 15 years ago.

Erin Marks, Oboist, is a busy freelance 
musician, solo recitalist, chamber musician, 
oboe teacher and member of Vancouver 
Opera Orchestra. She has recorded 3 CDs with 
Pandora’s Vox and toured Holland, Belgium 
and France performing with the Pacific Spirit 
Choir under the direction of Gerald van Wyck.  

Joyce Poley is well known in UU circles as 
a composer and song leader. She won the 
People’s Choice award for Keepers of the Earth 
at the 2014 UU Musicians Conference in San 
Diego, and this year wrote Now Is The Time 
as the theme song for the CUC ACM here in 
Vancouver.

Nancy McMaster, Wooden Flute  
Nancy infuses her musical offerings with love 
and deep connection—in her work as a Music 
Therapist, in concert and in church. For Nancy, 
music is the language of soul.

Ray Stothers, Storyteller 
The principles of storytelling allow Ray a 
career in helping people remember themselves. 
Opportunities have been as diverse as an 
Employment Centre Coordinator, Property 
Manager, and even a Special Needs School 
Bus Driver. Ray is a member of the emerging 
Unitarian congregation is Nelson, BC.

Gratitudes:
Stage Manager – Kiersten Moore (UCV); 
Assistant Stage Manager: Janet Pivnick (Beacon);
Order of Service – Laura Redmond (Beacon); 
Printing of the Order of Service – Vancouver 
Unitarian Church and Donna Brown; 
Technical Support – Galen Elfert (UCV);
The Staff at the Chan Center; CUC Staff – 
Vyda Ng and Jo-Anne Elder Gomes.
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped 
onstage, back stage and in the auditorium, 
before and after the service.


